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N or darner ikanisc he Eisenbahnen, ihre Verwaltung und Wirt- 
schaftsgebahrung. By W. Hoff and F. Schwabach. Berlin, Julius 
Springer, 1906. — xii, 377 pp. 

Every student of transportation must welcome an impartial, detailed 
criticism of American railway administration and a comparison of 
German and American practice. The authors of the book under review 
are officials of high rank in the Prussian Railway Bureau, who visited 
the United States in 1904, the year of the St. Louis exposition, traveled 
nearly ten thousand miles over railroads between Boston, San Francisco 
and Portland, collected much printed material, interviewed numerous 
railway men and then put their information and impressions into a 
well- written volume. 

They did not travel over the roads of the southern and southwestern 
sections of the United States, and they rode upon the best equipped 
trains ; but they were so well informed upon transportation questions 
that they were able to obtain a general knowledge of our railway 
service. 

Their book, being written for German readers, is devoted mainly 
to a description of American railway administration and an explana- 
tion of the differences between German and American practices, but 
from beginning to end of the volume there are candid statements 
of the authors' impression of our railroad service. These impressions 
are on the whole favorable ; and in all the opinions expressed, whether 
laudatory or otherwise there is a most commendable fairness and objec- 
tivity. The volume contains the best foreign critique of American rail- 
ways that has appeared since 1885, when von der Leyen published his 
standard work on Die nordamerikanischen Eisenbahnen. 

To the American as well as to the German reader the comparison of 
the services and charges of American railroads with those of the Prus- 
sian-Hessian state railways will be interesting. Only a few of the more 
important results can here be noted. It is generally maintained that 
government management of railways necessarily means bureaucratic 
method, much red tape and a large clerical force ; but the authors 
of the volume adduce evidence showing that for an equal volume of 
business more clerks and other employees are required upon the railways 
in the United States than upon those of Prussia. Moreover, it is 
shown that if American railway companies were required to employ 
watchmen and guards in such numbers as to provide as fully as does 
the Prussian-Hessian railway administration against injuring and killing 
people, the number of employees on our railroads would need to be 
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increased forty-two per cent. The accident statistics of the two 
countries are so analyzed as to show that our railways kill six and a 
half times and injure twenty-nine times as many passengers as do the 
Prussian-Hessian railroads. After pointing out clearly the impossibility 
of making precise comparisons of American and Prussian fares and 
rates, the authors present tables and other data from which the general 
conclusion is drawn that in the United States the passenger fares are 
more than double the Prussian, and the freight charges are somewhat 
higher. The discussion of freight rates is particularly interesting, 
although not fully convincing. As regards the much debated question 
of the economy resulting from the use of large-capacity freight cars, 
the authors are of the opinion that the use of fifty-ton cars for mineral 
traffic and forty-ton cars for other kinds of heavy freight has been 
economical in the United States; but that the twenty-ton wagon is 
better adapted to German conditions ; and their conclusion is doubtless 
sound. 

A translation of the volume into English has been published in New 
York, but it is expensively printed and is sold only by subscription at a 
prohibitive price. It is to be hoped that an inexpensive reprint of this 
translation may soon make the work available to all students of Ameri- 
can and German railways. 



Emory R. Johnson. 



University of Pennsylvania. 



L'Industrie atriericaine. By ACHILLE VlALLATE. Paris, 
Felix Alcan, 1908. — 492 pp. 

The interest of Frenchmen in American economic problems is 
evidenced by the publication in the last decade of several careful and 
important investigations of our industrial development by French 
scholars. Ten years ago Professor Levasseur published his L' Ouvrier 
americain, which was followed by descriptions of our railways by 
Dubois, of our trusts by Raffalovich and de Roussiers, and of our 
economic development by Professor Leroy-Beaulieu. The work of 
Professor Viallate is in a way more ambitious than any of its predeces- 
sors, for it endeavors to cover the whole field of our economic activities, 
historically as well as analytically. It is divided into three parts, of 
which the first traces the historical development of our industry and 
our commercial policy ; the second part, comprising about half the 
book, describes the organization of industry ; the third deals with our 
recent commercial expansion. 



